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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

The Restriction Requirement mailed October 15, 2004 has been carefully 
reviewed and considered. 

In the restriction/election, the Examiner required Applicant to elect between 
inventions identified as I and II, with claims 1-4, and 9-14, drawn to a block, classified in 
class 405, subclass 284, and with claims 5-8 and 15-18, drawn to a block, classified in 
class 52, subclass 608. 
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The Examiner then asserted that the inventions II and I are related as 
subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single combination. The 
subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately usable. 
In the instant case, each of the inventions could be separately usable as retaining wall 
blocks. See MPEP § 806.05(d)). 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's groupings and provisionally 
elects to pursue patent protection for claims 1-4, and 9-14, which are drawn to a block 
for constructing a retaining wall. However, this election is made with traverse, whereby 
Applicant reserves the right to contest the grounds for the election requirement as set 
forth by the Examiner. 
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